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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  RINGWOOD  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge. 

I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  second 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  circumstances  of  your  district. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  on  July  5th.  In  addition 
to  the  principal  provision  which  it  makes  for  an  universal  general 
medical  service  and  for  hospital  and  specialist  services,  there  are  a 
number  of  matters  with  which  local  authorities  are  directly  concerned. 
County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils  now  become 
Local  Health  Authorities  and  a  number  of  responsibilities  which 
previously  devolved  on  District  Councils  are  now  transferred  to  the 
respective  County  Council.  In  many  cases  the  amount  of  work  to 
to  be  performed  by  the  District  Council  staff  is  little  affected  but  it  is 
now  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  In  particular  this 
is  the  case  with  regard  to  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  to 
infectious  disease.  The  establishment  of  the  various  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  has  meant  that  hospitals  have  now  passed  out  of 
local  authority  control  and  the  former  local  authority  hospitals 
have  in  many  cases  extended  the  area  from  which  they  draw  their 
cases.  In  direct  contrast  ambulance  services  have  come  under 
local  health  authority  control  and  are  bound  by  rigid  lines  of 
demarcation,  so  that  the  curious  anomaly  arises  that  an  ambulance 
may  convey  a  case  from  one  area  to  an  hospital  in  another  but  may 
not  return  to  that  hospital  in  order  to  convey  the  same  case  home 
again. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  also  came  into  force  on 
5th  July.  This  Act  is  “  the  final  step  in  the  break-up  of  the  existing 
Poor  Law.”  The  Act  lays  down  the  accommodation  and  welfare 
services  to  be  provided  for  the  aged  and  infirm  and  for  handicapped 
persons,  the  responsible  authorities  being  the  County  and  County 
Borough  Councils.  Section  47  gives  for  the  first  time  to  councils 
of  all  county  boroughs  and  county  districts  power  to  apply  to  a  court 
of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  order  to  remove  and  detain  in  a 
suitable  hospital  or  other  place  aged,  infirm,  or  physically  incapacita¬ 
ted  persons  who  are  living  in  insanitary  surroundings,  and  who  are 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  others, 
proper  care  and  attention.  County  boroughs  and  county  districts 
are  also  given  th  duty  of  arranging  for  the  burial  of  any  person  who 
has  died  or  has  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  where  no  other 
suitable  arrangements  are  being  made. 
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The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act  which  was  passed 
in  1944  is  due  to  come  into  force  on  1st  October,  1949.  From 
that  date  the  control  of  milk  production  will  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  whose  officers  will 
be  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  milk  producing  premises,  yet 
another  instance  of  the  progressive  manner  in  which  the  conduct 
of  local  affairs  is  being  taken  away  from  local  councils  and  is  being 
vested  in  a  central  authority. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  covers  a 
wide  strip  of  country  along  the  western  border  of  Hampshire. 
It  embraces  the  valley  of  the  River  Avon  from  the  borders  of 
Wiltshire  in  the  north  to  the  ancient  borough  of  Christchurch  in 
the  South.  To  the  east  the  District  includes  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  New  Forest. 

Geologically,  the  district  in  the  main  is  made  up  of  the  Eocene 
formation  known  as  the  Bracklesham  beds  and  the  Bagshot  sands, 
but  in  the  extreme  north  there  is  an  area  of  typical  chalk  down 
country.  The  Avon  Valley  is  largely  covered  with  gravel  and 
gravelly  soil. 

Agriculture,  with  the  emphasis  on  milk  production  is  the 
principal  occupation  but  there  are  a  surprising  number  of  light 
industries  well  established  in  the  towns.  Fordingbridge  presents 
the  most  varied  selection  which  includes  a  large  flour  mill,  a  carpet 
factory  where  Wilton  carpets  are  made  entirely  by  hand,  a  wood 
and  concrete  block  factory,  a  large  joinery  works,  a  small  foundry 
and  I.C.I.  Game  Research  laboratories.  In  Ringwood  there  are 
large  gravel  undertakings,  caravan  works  and  a  large  foundry. 

The  District  contains  sixteen  parishes  and  has  a  rising  popula¬ 
tion  which  has  now  reached  22,270.  The  total  area  comprises 
90,140  acres,  approximately  140  square  miles. 

RAINFALL  FOR  1948. 


January 

ins. 

6.37 

July 

ins. 

0.83 

February 

1.13 

August 

3.55 

March 

1.08 

September 

2.55 

April 

1.84 

October 

2.17 

May 

2.31 

November 

1.74 

June 

3.00 

December 

6.04 

Total: 

32.61  inches. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area.  90,140  acres. 

Population.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1948 — 
22,270. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Approximately  6,760. 
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Rateable  Value  at  1  /4/48  (after  deleting  Nationalised  undertakings) 
£131,570. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  1948/49.  £641  3s.  2d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1948  (as  supplied  by  the 


Registrar-General). 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male  Female 

Total 

452 

225 

227 

Legitimate 

430 

211 

219 

Illegitimate 

22 

14 

8 

Still  Births. 

Total 

6 

5 

1 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

— 

Deaths. 

Total 

241 

117 

124 

Deaths  from  Special  Causes. 
Cancer  . .  . .  45 

14 

31 

Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  (under  2 
years) 

2 

2 

Road  Traffic  Acci¬ 
dents 

4 

2 

2 

Infant  Mortality. 

Total 

13 

7 

6 

Legitimate 

11 

7 

4 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Maternal  Mortality. 
Deaths  from  Mater¬ 
nal  causes 

1 

— 

* 

1 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge 

England 

Birth  Rate. 

Rural  District. 

and  Wales. 

per  1,000  estimated  population' 

20-29 

17-9 

Still- Birth  Rate. 

per  1,000  population 

0-27 

0-42 

Death  Rate. 

per  1,000  population 

10-8 

10-8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

(under  1  year  of  age) 

All  causes  per  1,000  live  births 

28 

34 
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Ring  wood  and  Fordingbridge 

England 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate.  Rural  District. 

and  Wales. 

t  per  1 ,000  total  (live  &  still)  births. 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

2-18 

0T1 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0-00 

0-05 

Puerperal  infection 

0-00 

0-13 

Other  maternal  causes 

0-00 

0-73 

Special  Causes. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0-00 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough 

0-00 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-00 

Influenza 

0-09 

0-03 

Smallpox 

0-00 

0-00 

Enteritis  (under  2  years) 

442 

3-3 

per  1,000  live  births 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio¬ 

encephalitis 

0-00 

0-01 

Pneumonia 

0-31 

041 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
(Since  the  District  was  formed  in  1932). 


Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Ringwood  &  Fordingbridge 

Eng 

land  and  Wales 

l.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

l.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

1932 

18,400 

59-8 

15-4 

12-6 

65 

15-3 

12 

1936 

18,640 

48-2 

13-3 

13-1 

59 

14-8 

12-1 

1940 

20,430 

45-1 

14-1 

13-2 

55 

14-6 

14-3 

1944 

19,520 

25-3 

16-2 

12-6 

46 

17-6 

11*6 

1945 

19,350 

53-1 

17-1 

13-2 

46 

16-1 

11-4 

1946 

20,440 

18-6 

18-4 

13-5 

43 

191 

11-5 

1947 

21,360 

36 

22-09 

13-6 

41 

20-5 

12 

1948 

22,270 

28 

20-29 

10-8 

34 

17-9 

10-8 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Infectious  disease  figures  lie  within  normal  limits.  There  was  a 
considerable  rise  in  the  Whooping  Cough  notifications  due  to  an 
outbreak  which  lasted  throughout  the  summer.  The  numbers  of 
notifications  of  this  condition  are  not  a  true  index  of  the  total 
number  of  cases  since  in  many  instances  medical  aid  is  not  sought. 
No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  throughout  the  year.  This 
excellent  state  of  affairs  must  be  considered  to  be  due  in  large  measure 
to  the  high  proportion  of  children  in  the  area  who  are  protected  by 
immunisation. 

The  arrangements  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  were  altered  during  the  year  after  the  hospitals  passed 
to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Cases  occurring  south  of  a 
line  running  east  and  west  through  Blashford  now  go  to  the  Alderney 
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Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Poole,  and  those  north  of  that  line 
continue  to  be  sent  to  the  Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Christchurch  ambulance  conveys  the  cases  for  Poole  and  the  Salisbury 
ambulance  fetches  the  cases  for  Salisbury. 

The  table  shows  the  notifications  throughout  1948  with  com¬ 
parative  notification  rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 

Ringwood  &  For- 

England  and 

Notifications 

Number 

dingbridge  R.D. 

Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

0-45 

1  73 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

100 

4-48 

3-42 

Diphtheria  . . 

0 

0  00 

008 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

0-18 

0-21 

Measles 

57 

2-56 

9-34 

Pneumonia 

46 

207 

0-73 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

0-22 

004 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  tuberculosis  services  continued  to  be  administered  by 
the  County  Council  until  July  5th,  when  the  purely  curative  aspects 
passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  The  Control  of  the  disease 
as  a  public  health  measure  is  now  vested  jointly  in  the  County 
Council  and  in  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  physicians 
are  supplied  by  the  Board  and  the  Tuberculosis  health  visitors  by  the 
County  Council.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  divided  control 
will  be  of  advantage  in  maintaining  the  progress  of  anti-tuberculosis 
work,  but  it  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  retrograde  step  since  once 
again  the  emphasis  is  likely  to  be  laid  on  the  treatment  of  the 
individual  case  to  the  detriment  of  the  preventive  aspect.  It  is 
possible  that  in  years  to  come  the  effect  of  the  change  will  be 
overshadowed  by  the  results  obtained  from  prophylactic  vaccine 
treatment.  Large  scale  trials  of  B.C.G.  vaccine  are  due  to  begin 
shortly,  and  belatedly,  in  this  country. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1948. 


1947 

1948 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

12  5  3  1 

13  5  3  2 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

4  4  0  1 

3  2  0  0 


There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  or  mortality. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

From  5th  July  all  diphtheria  immunisation  became  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  County  Council,  prior  to  that  the  County  was  concerned 
only  with  pre-school  children.  The  administration  of  the  necessary 
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measures  continues  however  to  be  conducted  by  the  local  district 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  an  agent  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
As  in  the  past,  treatment  has  been  carried  out  partly  by  local  general 
practitioners,  either  in  their  surgeries  or  in  the  homes  of  the  patients, 
and  partly  at  special  sessions  organised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  or  at  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Prior  to  5th  July,  payment 
was  made  to  general  practitioners  on  an  agreed  scale,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  it  has  still  not  been  decided  what  payment,  if  any,  is  to 
be  made  to  general  practitioners  for  treatment  carried  out  since  5th 
July.  This  is  liable  to  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  amount  of  immun¬ 
isation  carried  out  for  in  a  rural  area,  the  local  practitioner,  given 
incentive,  can  be  the  most  potent  factor  in  encouraging  a  high 
immunisation  rate. 

During  the  year,  451  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time. 
Of  these,  395  were  under  the  age  of  five  and  56  were  over  five. 
In  addition,  230  children  previously  immunised  received  refresher 
doses. 

The  proportion  of  children  born  within  the  previous  12  months 
who  were  immunised  was  50  %. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  children  at  all 
ages  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  1948,  the  figure  being  two 
and  a  third  times  greater  than  that  for  1 947.  67  %  of  children 

under  15  have  at  one  time  or  another  received  immunisation  treat¬ 
ment. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  poliomyelitis  outbreak  of  1947 
would  continue  on  into  1948  and  that  a  second,  though  lesser  wave 
of  infection,  would  occur  in  the  late  summer.  This  proved  to  have 
little  foundation  though  5  sporadic  cases  did  in  fact  occur  through¬ 
out  the  year  in  Sopley,  Ringwood,  Lower  Kingston,  Burley  and 
Fordingbridge.  There  were  no  deaths.  In  each  instance  a  very 
full  enquiry  was  made  into  the  circumstances,  but  no  source  of 
infection  was  discovered.  No  secondary  cases  were  reported. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

An  associated  laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council’s 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  was  opened  early  in  1948  in  the 
Municipal  Buildings,  at  Poole,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  G.  J.  G. 
King.  The  laboratory  is  concerned  with  bacteriology  and  epidemi¬ 
ology  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention,  and  control,  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  and  the  services  are  provided  free.  From  the 
beginning  a  firm  liaison  has  been  formed  with  Dr.  King  who  has  at  all 
times  been  most  anxious  to  advise  and  help  us  with  our  epidemio¬ 
logical  problems.  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  many 
kindnesses. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  supplies  the  major  part  of 
the  district.  The  Company  has  extensive  works  at  Christchurch 
where  the  water  from  the  River  Avon  is  treated  by  means  of  slow 
sand  filtration  and  subsequent  chloramination.  The  resultant  water  is 
of  satisfactory  purity  and  the  supply  is  constant  and  adequate. 

The  Company  has  continued  to  extend  its  mains,  though  con¬ 
stantly  limited  by  difficulties  in  the  supply  of  piping.  The  records- 
show  that  throughout  the  area  406  new  tappings  were  made  during 
their  year.  No  progress  has  been  made  with  the  plan  for  Breamore 
and  in  the  Linwood  area  the  Company  continues  to  transport  water 
to  residents. 

During  the  year,  105  samples  were  taken  from  domestic  premises 
not  supplied  with  main  water;  45  of  these  were  polluted  and  7  were 
regarded  as  suspicious.  Statutory  notices  were  served  in  connexion 
with  25  premises. 


The  Water  Company’s  record  of  premises  supplied  with  main 
water  is  as  follows : — 

Houses  Approx, 

supplied  population 

Area 

direct 

supplied 

Burton 

233 

1048 

Winkton 

49 

221 

Sopley 

54 

243 

Avon  and  Ripley 

98 

441 

Bransgore 

*  336 

1512 

Burley 

380 

1710 

Ringwood 

2247 

10111 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 

17 

77 

Fordingbridge 

1015 

4567 

Damerham 

45 

203 

Martin 

46 

207 

Rockbourne 

60 

270 

Whitsbury 

46 

207 

Woodgreen 

55 

247 

Hale  . . 

13 

58 

Two  public  standpipes  are  erected  in  Thorney  Hill  Compound. 
The  numbers  served  vary  throughout  the  year. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Ringwood  works  have  continued  to  work  at  high  pressure 
throughout  the  year.  In  my  last  report,  I  gave  warning  that 
additional  settling  tanks  were  becoming  necessary  and  that  further 
land  was  required  for  irrigation  owing  to  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  volume  of  effluent  reaching  the  works.  The  need  for  extra 
land  became  more  urgent  during  the  year  and  arrangements  are  now 
in  hand  for  obtaining  it.  The  construction  of  further  settling 
tanks  would  allow  for  a  longer  period  of  flow  which  would  in  turn 


12 


produce  a  purer  effluent  more  readily  disposed  of  by  land  irriga¬ 
tion.  The  very  considerable  increase  in  the  volume  of  sewage 
reaching  the  works  has  not  been  fully  explained  by  new  connexions, 
and  investigations  have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  finding  the  source 
of  the  additional  fluid,  so  far  without  conclusive  result. 

Composting  of  night  soil  from  Fordingbridge  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  the  production  of  valuable  manure. 
Experiments  in  the  composting  of  sludge  have  also  been  carried  out 
but  it  is  felt  that  really  effective  compost  cannot  be  made  without 
the  use  of  additional  labour  which  would  involve  unjustified  and 
uneconomic  expenditure. 

Fordingbridge  is  at  last  within  sight  of  the  commencement 
of  its  long  overdue  sewage  scheme.  Tenders  have  been  received 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  a  start  will  be  made  in  the  latter 
half  of  1949.  In  the  meantime  night  soil  continues  to  be  collected 
under  contract  by  the  Hampshire  Cleansing  Company. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

More  attention  has  been  paid  throughout  the  year  to  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  premises  where  milk  is  produced.  I  have 
now  personally  visited  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district 
and  find  that  the  impression  gained  from  the  smaller  number  which 
I  had  seen  a  year  ago  is  fully  substantiated.  There  are  too  many 
producers  whose  premises  are  entirely  unsuited  for  the  production 
of  an  article  of  food  which  is  all  too  readily  contaminated  and  which 
reacts  as  an  excellent  culture  medium  when  infection  is  introduced. 
That  the  general  standard  of  milk  produced  under  these  conditions 
appears  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory,  is  merely  an  example  of  how 
human  ingenuity  can  triumph  over  adverse  conditions  and  is  no 
recommendation  for  perpetuating  these  conditions.  Action  has  been 
taken  in  an  effort  to  remedy  some  of  the  worst  defects  and  46  informal 
notices  have  been  served  on  the  tenants  of  unsatisfactory  premises 
on  whom  unfortunately  the  responsibility  rests.  Many  such 
tenants  are  reasonably  loth  to  expend  money  on  expensive  per¬ 
manent  improvements  to  buildings  which  are  not  their  own.  How¬ 
ever,  in  many  cases  the  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to 
the  eventual  satisfaction  of  the  tenant  since  efficient  work  is  more 
readily  carried  out  under  good  conditions.  Formal  action  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  has  not  so  far  been  sought 
as  these  regulations  are  so  loosely  worded  that  a  successful  case 
could  only  be  brought  in  the  presence  of  the  grossest  defects. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  356  milk  producing  premises 
registered  in  this  area.  Of  this  number  64  had  Accredited  licences 
and  43  had  T.T.  licences.  The  small  increase  in  these  licences  of  only 
4  over  a  year  ago  is  disappointing  though  9  Accredited  licences 
have  progressed  to  T.T.  standard. 
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The  high  proportion  of  premises  and  cattle  which  are  unfit  for  the 
production  of  a  graded  milk  is  a  matter  for  alarm.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  would  once  again  emphasise  the  need  for  universal 
pasteurisation  of  all  milk.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Bill, 
now  before  Parliament,  envisages  this,  but  the  townsman  will  have 
this  benefit  long  before  his  country  cousin. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSE. 

Comment  has  been  made  previously  on  the  unsuitability  of 
the  existing  premises  for  use  as  a  central  slaughter  house  and  as 
no  change  has  taken  place  these  remarks  are  still  relevant.  On 
account  of  the  overcrowded  conditions  your  meat  inspectors  com¬ 
monly  carry  out  their  work  after  the  close  of  the  slaughtering  opera¬ 
tions  and  there  is  not  then  any  means  of  providing  hot  water  for  the 
washing  of  hands  or  implements.  The  installation  of  a  gas  or 
electric  water  heater  would  be  a  desirable  improvement.  The 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  throughout  the  year  has  decreased 
to  2 1 56.  The  biggest  decrease  has  taken  place  in  the  small  animals. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Thorough  inspection  of  all  animals  is  carried  out  by  your 
inspectors  at  the  slaughter  house.  Throughout  the  year  19,218 
pounds  of  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
This  is  a  figure  closely  approximating  to  the  previous  years  figure 
in  spite  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  1948. 


Cattle, 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

794 

699 

581 

82 

Number  inspected 

794 

699 

581 

82 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— • 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

539 

2 

14 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

67-9% 

0-4% 

2-6% 

21-95% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

— 

— 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

200 

— 

— 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

26-3% 

_ 

_ 

12-2% 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


The  County  Council  is  the  sampling  authority  and  the  following 
details  of  substances  sampled  within  this  area  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1949,  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector, 
Mr.  C.  O.  Perry. 


Butter  . .  . .  3 

Biscuits  and  Cake  Flour  2 
Coffees  . .  . .  2 

Drugs  .  .  . .  3 

Spirits  .  .  .  .  7 


Fats  and  Margarine 
Fish  and  Meat  Paste 
Preserves 
Other  samples 


All  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 


3 

2 

3 

8 


Fifty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  proved  to  contain 
an  average  of  3-74%  milk  fat  and  8-76%  non  fatty  solids. 

A  small  farmer  was  prosecuted  in  January  for  having  in  his 
possession,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  for  human  consumption,  milk 
to  which  an  addition  of  24*5%  of  water  had  been  made.  He  was 
fined  £5  and  costs. 

Another  farmer  was  cautioned  in  October  for  selling  milk 
which  contained  3*6%  of  added  water.  This  was  a  first  offence. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the 
year.  Ice  cream  was  suggested  as  the  possible  source  of  infection 
but  this  was  not  substantiated.  No  material  was  available  for 
examination  as  the  child  was  practically  well  before  he  was  reported 
and  no  other  persons  who  consumed  the  same  material  were  taken 
ill. 


WATERCRESS. 

The  various  commercial  sources  of  watercress  were  kept  closely 
under  review  during  the  year  and  50  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  only  one  set  of  beds  were  the 
results  consistently  bad,  a  bed  wherein  one  of  the  sources  of  supply 
was  raw  river  water.  Care  was  taken  to  impress  on  the  operator  the 
potential  danger  and  in  fact  little  cress  was  picked  from  this  bed. 
As  a  result  of  correspondence,  Dr.  Donaldson,  the  Senior  Regional 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  visited  the  various  beds 
in  March  and  expressed  himself  as  on  the  whole  well  satisfied  with 
the  conditions.  Of  the  50  samples  of  water  examined  28  were 
considered  satisfactory,  eight  suspicious  and  14  unsatisfactory. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  conditions  in  respect  of  schools  throughout  the  area  has 
shown  little  change  from  a  year  ago,  overcrowding  remains  rife 
though  new  buildings  have  been  brought  into  use  at  both  Ringwood 
schools  and  a  little  more  accommodation  has  been  made  available 
at  Fordingbridge.  The  progress  of  the  school  meals  scheme  has 
continued  and  at  the  time  of  writing  only  two  schools  did  not  have 
meals  as  against  six  last  year.  Very  necessary  decorations  have  been 
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carried  out  in  a  number  of  schools.  Only  two  schools  are  now  with¬ 
out  main  water  and  for  one  of  these  the  water  is  readily  available; 
it  is  only  delayed  pending  a  decision  on  the  status*  of  the  school. 
Water  borne  sanitation  for  the  use  of  the  children  is  available  at 
only  3  out  of  the  18  schools. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Child  Welfare  Authority  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  have  continued  to  be  held  throughout  the  year  at 
Woodgreen,  Fordingbridge,  Ringwood  and  Holmsley.  In  addition, 
a  number  of  mothers  attend  the  Christchurch  Clinic.  I  was  formerly 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Woodgreen,  Fordingbridge  and  Ringwood 
clinics  but  I  regret  that  pressure  of  other  work  has  made  it  necessary 
for  me  to  give  them  up.  I  should  like  once  again  to  express  our 
indebtedness  to  the  devoted  band  of  voluntary  workers  at  these 
clinics  without  whose  assistance  the  work  could  not  go  on  and  whose 
help  may  at  times  seem  to  be  taken  a  little  for  granted. 

SECTION  47  NATIONAE  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  during 
the  year. 

THORNEY  HILL  COMPOUND. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  past  about 
the  deplorable  conditions  which  exist  in  this  and  in  similar  gipsy 
encampments  elsewhere.  It  is  an  encouraging  feature  that  in  at 
least  a  section  of  the  inhabitants  there  is  a  genuine  desire  for 
improved  living  conditions,  and  a  number  of  families  have  been 
successfully  rehoused  in  converted  nissen  huts  on  Council  sites. 
A  number  of  others  have  applied  for  similar  rehousing  and  will  no 
doubt  in  due  course  be  accommodated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  this 
fashion  these  compounds  will  eventually  be  eliminated. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  admiration  for  the  excellent  work 
which  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Staff  of  Thorney  Hill  School,  a 
work  which  cannot  fail  to  imbue  the  younger  generation  with  a  desire 
for  normal  civilised  living  conditions. 

ROUND  WORM  INFESTATION,  THORNEY  HILL. 

It  has  long  been  common  knowledge  that  a  chronic  round  worm 
infestation  existed  among  the  Thorney  Hill  Gipsies  and  indeed  it 
appears  to  be  accepted  by  them  as  one  of  the  ills  to  which  the  flesh  is 
heir.  This  is  a  problem  with  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  deal  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  viability  of  the  ovum.  The  adult  worm 
may  produce  in  the  neighbourhood  of  27  million  eggs  in  the  course  of 
her  lifetime  and  these  eggs  may  remain  viable  for  periods  up  to 
3 — 5  years.  Where  no  system  of  water  borne  sanitation  is  in  use 
infested  communities  bury  the  contents  of  their  bucket  latrines  in 
their  gardens  and  so  contaminate  the  soil.  Uncontrolled  communi¬ 
ties  such  as  gipsies  may  distribute  infested  material  in  a  less  dis¬ 
criminate  fashion.  Children  playing  on  infested  ground  will 
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readily  convey  the  infection  to  their  mouths  and  become  sufferers  at 
a  very  early  age.  The  infestation  can  be  successfully  treated  but 
re-infection  particularly  among  children  in  the  circumstances 
indicated,  can  readily  occur. 

So  long  as  gipsy  compounds  exist  in  their  present  state  it 
is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  eradicate  such  an  infestation  among 
their  inhabitants.  In  infested  villages  the  introduction  of  water 
borne  sanitation  will  remove  the  source  of  continuing  infection  and 
with  treatment  the  infestation  can  eventually  be  stamped  out. 

It  is,  I  understand,  the  policy  of  this  Council  gradually  to 
instal  water  borne  sanitation  in  those  council  houses  not  so  equipped, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  owing  to  the  round  worm  infestation  the 
council  houses  at  Thorney  Hill  should  be  given  a  high  priority. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  remains  as  acute  a  problem  as  ever,  and  at  the  present 
rate  of  progress  there  is  little  chance  of  final  solution  within  any 
foreseeable  time.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  has  actually  risen  by  72  over 
the  previous  year’s  figure  and  now  stands  at  750.  Eighty-four  new 
council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  but  only  9  private 
enterprise  houses  during  the  same  period.  The  number  of  ex-service 
huts  under  requisition  has  increased  by  about  100  and  now  240  family 
units  have  been  made  available  in  this  fashion.  I  would  again 
emphasise  the  undesirability  of  this  form  of  habitation  for  long  term 
occupation,  and  wish  that  it  were  possible  for  the  Council  to  lay 
down  a  definite  term  of  years  at  the  end  of  which  time  all  such  huts 
must  be  vacated  and  demolished.  I  feel  that  there  is  a  tendency  to 
regard  the  unfortunate  occupants  as  housed  and  to  pass  to  the 
consideration  of  others  whose  need  may  be  no  greater.  If  their 
names  are  added  to  the  existing  waiting  list  it  appears  that  there  is  an 
immediate  need  for  some  1,000  new  permanent  houses,  that  is  an 
increase  by  some  15%  in  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area. 
Even  if  this  figure  is  considered  to  be  inflated,  the  prospects  of  solving 
the  problem  appear  dismal  at  the  present  time. 

Dwellings  administered  by  the  Council  at  31/12/48. 

Permanent  Houses  . .  . .  262 

Prefabs.  . .  . .  . .  50 

Requisitioned  houses  (family  units)  45 

Huts  under  requisition  (family  units)  240 

HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS 

1 .  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year : — 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  40 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  ..  ..  77 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices: — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . .  . .  17 


17 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:— 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

HURN  AIRPORT. 

The  health  control  procedure  at  Hurn  has  continued  on  the 
lines  described  in  my  last  annual  report.  The  number  of  aircraft 
arriving  from  abroad,  and  the  passenger  traffic,  showed  a  small 
increase  over  the  previous  year.  The  arrivals  are  of  course  dependant 
to  a  large  extent  on  the  weather  in  the  London  area,  and  it  is  a 
noteworthy  feature  that  nearly  half  the  arrivals  for  the  whole  year 
were  in  November  and  December,  months  when  fog  tends  to  be 
most  prevalent  in  industrial  areas. 

Medical  inspection  of  passengers  on  arrival  continues  to 
be  carried  out  by  Dr.  A.  S.  Peffers,  Dr.  W.  D.  Higson,  and  Dr.  Con¬ 
yers  Morrell.  At  one  time,  Dr.  Peffers  did  the  bulk  of  this  work, 
but  an  increasing  amount  is  now  being  done  by  the  other  two 
medical  officers. 

No  cases  of  any  of  the  five  “  Convention  ”  diseases  arrived 
at  the  Airport  during  the  year.  The  outbreak  of  Cholera  in  Egypt 
which  occurred  at  the  end  of  1947  ended  in  January  1948,  and  it  was 
no  longer  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  surveillance  of  passengers 
arriving  from  that  country. 

Arrivals,  1948. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  British 

No.  of 

Month.  Aircraft. 

Crew. 

Passengers. 

Aliens, 

January 

8 

42 

24 

7 

February 

5 

41 

3 

— 

March 

41 

288 

206 

278 

April 

4 

36 

4 

— 

May 

14 

82 

21 

4 

June 

10 

50 

31 

34 

July 

11 

37 

40 

2 

August 

5 

16 

15 

— 

September 

9 

32 

35 

— 

October 

16 

86 

36 

112 

November 

66 

352 

431 

424 

December 

36 

234 

154 

166 

Total 

225 

1296 

1000 

1027 

Total 
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GRAVEL  WORKINGS. 

The  question  of  disused  gravel  workings,  particularly  in  the 
Ringwood  area  where  they  are  invariably  filled  with  water,  is  one 
which  causes  me  grave  concern.  The  fact  that  the  area  is  one 
scheduled  for  increasing  work  of  this  nature,  owing  to  the  urgent 
national  need  for  the  material,  means  that  vast  areas  of  useless 
territory  are  being  manufactured  for  posterity.  In  the  case  of 
open  cast  coal  undertakings,  the  contractors  are  under  an  obligation 
to  level  the  site  and  replace  the  top  soil,  rendering  the  ground 
eventually  fit  for  further  usage,  but  here  in  Ringwood  great  stagnant 
muddy  ponds  which  may  be  10  feet  deep  are  left  and  it  would  appear 
that  they  are  there  for  all  time,  an  eyesore  and  a  constant  potential 
menace  to  child  life.  Were  it  not  for  the  presence  of  the  water  it 
might  be  possible  to  utilise  disused  workings  for  controlled  tipping, 
but  it  is  obvious  that  the  water  renders  this  impracticable,  nor  is  it 
likely  that  the  amount  of  material  available  would  ever  be  sufficient 
to  replace  what  is  removed. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  health  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year,  and  there  has  been  no  abnormal  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  The  Birth  Rate 
shows  a  drop  from  last  year’s  record  figure,  but  is  still  considerably 
higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  is  disappointing 
when  considered  in  relation  to  the  numbers  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
List  and  the  housing  problem  remains  as  acute  as  ever. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  has  again  been  at  a  standstill 
during  the  year  owing  to  lack  of  staff  but  a  new  officer  has  now 
been  appointed  largely  for  this  work.  He  took  up  his  duties  on 
January  1st,  1949. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  kindness 
to  me,  to  the  Clerk  for  his  helpful  advice  on  matters  of  doubt, 
and  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Staff  for  their  unfailing 
consideration  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

D.  J.  N.  McNab, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect 
of  the  Year  1948  for  the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and 

Fordingbridge. 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors.) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  oj 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

41 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  . . 

81 

18 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

- 

Total 

122 

18 

— 

— 

20 


2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

No.  of  cas 

es  in  whki 

h  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) . . 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3) 

Inad.  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

4 

1 

Total  . . 

6 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork. 

(» Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 
of  work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
Aug.  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110 

(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of  pro¬ 
secutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosec¬ 

utions 

Wearing 
apparel 
(Making 
etc.)  . . 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Public  Offices , 

Ringwood. 
May ,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  as  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor,  dealing  briefly  with  work  carried  out  by  my  department 
during  the  year  1948. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Water  Supplies  . .  . .  . .  343 

Shops  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  . .  . .  745 

Milk  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  282 

Factories  Act  ..  ..  ..  18 

Meat  and  Food  ..  ..  ..  217 

Knacker  Yard  . .  . .  . .  4 

Food  Premises  .  .  . .  . .  115 

Watercress  Beds  . .  . .  . .  21 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  42 

Verminous  Persons  (Lice  &  Scabies)  . .  25 

Housing  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  77 

Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  208 

Gipsy  Encampments  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Miscellaneous  . .  .  .  . .  85 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Storage  Premises  84 

Services  administered  by  Council  . .  448 

Building  Byelaws  ..  ..  ..  1512 

Building  Licences  . .  . .  . .  930 

Small  Dwelling  Licences  ..  ..  134 

Housing  Estates  Maintenance  . .  . .  1796 

Town  Planning  . .  . .  . .  64 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections  . .  7166 


COMPLAINTS. 

158  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  during  the  year,  in¬ 
volving  a  total  of  745  visits  and  inspections — details  are  as  follows:— 


Complaints 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Received. 

Visits. 

Insanitary  Conditions 

40 

233 

Unsatisfactory  and  insufficient 

Water  supplies 

14 

32 

Overcrowding 

3 

7 

Gipsy  encampments 

1 

2 

Smoke 

3 

4 
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Complaints 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Received. 

Visits. 

Bug,  flea  or  fly  infestations 

9 

16 

Offensive  smells 

7 

27 

Cesspools  and  drains  .  . 

‘  17 

89 

Milk  and  Dairies 

2 

9 

Animals 

2 

5 

Rats  and  Mice 

45 

197 

Miscellaneous 

15 

124 

Where  a  nuisance  or  defect  is  found  to  exist,  an 

informal  notice 

is  served  upon  the  person  responsible; 

a  procedure  which  generally 

proves  effective.  In  no  instance  was 

Statutory  action  necessary  to 

obtain  the  execution  of  remedial  works. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

•  •  •  • 

343 

Number  of  samples  collected 

•  •  •  • 

105 

Number  of  samples  reported  polluted 

45 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

Houses  connected  to  main  supply  as  a  result 

25 

of  Statutory  Notices 

.  .  .  . 

45 

Houses  provided  with  wholesome  supplies 

other  than  mains  as  a  result  of  Statut- 

ory  Notices 

. . 

16 

SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY 

COUNCIL. 

Service. 

Visits  made. 

Refuse  Disposal 

90 

Sewage  Disposal 

101 

Public  Conveniences  .  . 

63 

Cattle  Pound 

10 

Car  Parks 

46 

Ditching 

17 

Street  Nameplates 

94 

Miscellaneous 
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SEWERAGE. 

Ringwood  Sewerage. 

The  Bickerley  and  Moortown  Pumping  Stations  have  been  effi¬ 

ciently  maintained  during  the  year.  Disposal  at  your  Ringwood  Sew¬ 
age  Works  has  become  increasingly  difficult  due  to  increased  effluent 
flow  and  detailed  reports  have  been  presented  to  your  Public  Health 

Committee  regarding  this  with  recommendations  covering  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  further  settling  tanks  and  the  purchase  of  additional  land  for 
irrigation.  The  dry  weather  flow  is  estimated  to  be  80,000  gallons 
of  sewage  per  24  hours  and  during  periods  of  heavy  rainfall  and 
flooding  this  rises  to  between  250,000  and  350,000  gallons  per  24 
hours, 
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NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTIONS. 

The  Hampshire  Cleansing  Service  carry  out  bi-weekly  collections 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  in  the  lighting  area  of  Fordingbridge  and 
the  night-soil  is  conveyed  to  the  Ringwood  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Compost. 

The  night-soil  is  composted  at  the  Ringwood  Sewage  Works 
and  sold  to  farmers  and  others.  The  composting  of  sewage  sludge 
is  still  in  an  experimental  stage. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collections. 

This  was  the  first  year  of  mechanised  collections  throughout 
the  district  carried  out  by  the  Council,  the  work  previously  having 
been  inefficiently  executed  by  the  Council’s  Contractors.  The 
collections  in  general  are  functioning  satisfactorily;  bins  have  to  be 
placed  outside  premises  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  roadway  and  in 
some  cases  of  sickness  and  infirmity  difficulty  is  experienced  by 
occupants  in  complying  with  this  requirement. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Controlled  tipping  is  exercised  at  the  Refuse  Dumps  situate  at 
Ashley  and  Sandleheath  where  all  precautions,  including  spraying, 
are  carried  out  to  prevent  nuisances  from  smells,  rats  and  flies. 
During  the  year,  3,759  cubic  yards  of  house  refuse  was  dealt  with  at 
Ashley  Dump  and  1,633  cubic  yards  at  Sandleheath  Dump. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  in  the  town  areas  of  Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  year. 

SALVAGE. 

Salvage  sales  for  the  year  amounted  to  £949 — details  are  shown 
in  the  following  summary: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

lbs. 

Doz. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper. . 

85 

10 

— 

5 

— 

622 

17 

2 

Textiles 

4 

9 

— 

17 

— 

108 

4 

8 

Bones 

1 

19 

2 

10 

— 

11 

7 

8 

Ferrous  Metals 

23 

7 

2 

16 

— 

60 

6 

2 

Non-Ferrous 

Metals 

— 

11 

3 

12 

— 

18 

17 

9 

Bottles  &  Jars 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1682 

127 

4 

9 

Total 

115 

18 

1 

4 

1682 

948 

18 

2 
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Salvage  sales  for  previous  years  are  shown  below  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  sales  for  1948  are  the  highest  since  1943;  the  sales  for 
the  years  1942  and  1943  included  large  book  drives. 

£  £  £ 


1941  .. 

414 

1944  .. 

908 

1947  .. 

342 

1942  . . 

1208 

1945  .. 

574 

1943  .. 

1089 

1946  .. 

495 

OTHER  COUNCIL  SERVICES. 

Car  Parks. 

During  the  year  schemes  were  prepared  for  providing  car  parks 
at  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge.  Fencing  and  surfacing  works 
were  completed  at  the  Ringwood  Park  situate  at  The  Furlong  and 
ample  space  provided  for  70  cars;  a  necessity  with  the  introduction 
of  unilateral  street  parking. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  public  conveniences  at  Ringwood  have  been  well  main¬ 
tained  but  damage  to  locks  and  walls  continues. 

The  construction  of  new  conveniences  at  Fordingbridge  received 
the  consideration  of  the  Council  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  provision  of  temporary  public  conveniences  at  two  hotels  in  the 
town. 

HOUSING. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requested  in  May,  1944,  that  all  rural 
authorities  should  carry  out  a  comprehensive  survey  of  housing 
conditions  as  a  basis  for  a  long  term  improvement  programme. 
Working  class  houses  only  were  to  be  surveyed  and  examined  in 
relation  to  the  matters  prescribed  in  the  Housing  Act  and  Regulations 
and  classified  as  follows: — 

Cate¬ 
gory.  Condition  of  Dwelling. 

1 .  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural 

alteration  or  improvement. 


4.  Appropriate  for  recondition¬ 

ing  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  be¬ 

yond  repair  at  reasonable 
expense. 


Normal  Action. 

No  action. 

Informal  action  or  Public 

Health  Acts. 

Section  9  or  Section  11, 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

Acquisition  by  local  auth¬ 
ority  in  appropriate  cases. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts.  Section  1 1,  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

Acquisition  by  local  auth¬ 
ority  in  appropriate  cases. 

Section  1 1  (individual 
houses)  Sec.  25  (Clear¬ 
ance  Areas)  Housing  Act, 
1936. 
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The  Hampshire  Joint  Rural  Housing  Committee  decided  that 
only  houses  with  a  net  rateable  value  not  exceeding  £20  should  be 
surveyed  and  that  in  addition  to  categorising  the  houses  should  also 
be  divided  into  three  groups  according  to  the  public  utility  services 
available,  viz., 

Group  A.  All  services  available,  i.e.,  piped  water  supply,  water 
carriage  sewerage  system,  gas  or  electricity. 

Group  B.  Restricted  number  of  services  available  and  others 
likely  to  be  available  in  the  near  future. 

Group  C.  Rural  conditions  only;  services  not  available  or 
anticipated  to  be  available  in  the  near  future. 

The  total  number  of  houses  to  be  surveyed  in  this  district  is 
approximately  5,000  and  to  date  1653  have  been  completed  and  are 
categorised  as  follows — 


Category  1  . .  . .  . .  . .  209 

Category  2  . .  . .  . .  . .  348 

Category  3  . .  . .  . .  . .  870 

Category  4  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Category  5  . .  . .  . .  . .  209 


As  in  the  previous  year,  available  staff  was  concentrated  on 
schemes  for  the  immediate  provision  of  temporary  housing  accom¬ 
modation. 

Standards  of  Fitness. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Health  circulated  a  report  of 
Standards  of  Fitness  for  dwelling  houses  prepared  by  a  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Central  Advisory  Committee  under  the  Chairmanship 
of  Sir  Miles  Mitchell.  The  Minister  states  that  he  desires  to  make 
such  standards  effective  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 

The  recommended  standard  for  a  satisfactory  house  is  as  follows, 
but  it  is  appreciated  that  in  some  rural  areas  the  degree  of  application 
of  the  standard  will  be  dependent  on  the  public  services  which  are 
available. 

The  dwelling  should- — 

1 .  — Be  in  all  respects  dry. 

2. — Be  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

3.  — Have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

4.  — Have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholespme  water  laid  on  for  all 

purposes  inside  the  dwelling. 

5.  — Be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying 

hot  water  for  domestic  purposes. 

6.  — Have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible  water 

closet. 

7.  — Have  a  fixed  bath  preferably  in  a  separate  room. 

8.  — Be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable  arrange¬ 

ments  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water. 

9.  — Be  provided  with  facilities  for  domestic  washing,  including  a 

copper,  preferably  in  a  separate  room. 
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10.  — Have  a  proper  drainage  system. 

1 1 .  — Be  provided  with  adequate  points  for  artificial  lighting  in 

each  room. 

12. - — Be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating  each 

habitable  room. 

13.  — Have  satisfactory  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food. 

14.  — Have  a  well  ventilated  larder  or  food  store. 

15.  — Have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel. 

16. — Have  a  satisfactory  surfaced  path  to  outbuildings  and 

convenient  access  from  a  street  to  the  back  door. 

The  present  Standard  of  Fitness  is  based  upon  the  definition 
of  Sanitary  Defects  in  Section  188  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  i.e. : 

“  Sanitary  Defects  ” — include  lack  of  air  space  or  of  ventila¬ 
tion,  darkness,  dampness,  absence  of  adequate  and  readily 
accessible  water  supply  or  sanitary  accommodation  or  of  other 
conveniences,  and  inadequate  paving  or  drainage  of  courts,  yards 
or  passages.  In  determining  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  whether  a 
house  is  fit  for  human  habitation,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  extent 
if  any,  to  which  by  reason  of  disrepair  or  sanitary  defects  the 
house  falls  short  of  the  provisions  of  any  byelaws  in  operation 
in  the  district  or  of  any  enactment  in  any  local  Act  in  operation 
in  the  district  dealing  with  the  construction  and  drainage  of  new 
streets  or  of  the  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  for 
working  classes  in  the  district.” 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Rural  Housing  Manual,  1938, 
states  that: 

“  Fit  for  human  habitation  ”  implies  generally  that  a  dwelling 
should  be  free  from  serious  dampness,  satisfactorily  lighted  and 
ventilated,  properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary 
conveniences  and  with  a  sink  and  suitable  arrangements  for 
disposing  of  slop  water,  and  be  in  good  general  repair.  It  should 
also  have  a  satisfactory  water  supply,  adequate  washing  accom¬ 
modation,  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food,  and  a  well 
ventilated  store  for  food.” 

HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 

For  the  purposes  of  determining  whether  an  unfit  house  is 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense  regard  must  be 
had  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  works  necessary  to  render  it  fit  and 
the  estimated  value  of  the  house  when  the  works  are  completed.  It  is 
usual  to  assess  the  value  of  a  house  on  the  actual  financial  return  to 
the  owner,  i.e.,  net  annual  income  multiplied  by  a  suitable  “  year’s 
purchase  figure”  and  if  the  estimated  cost  of  repairs  exceeds  50  per 
cent  of  this  value  such  cost  is  considered  to  be  unreasonable. 

The  deciding  factor  as  to  whether  an  individual  unfit  house  shall 
be  dealt  with  under  Section  9  (Repair)  or  Section  11  (Demolition) 
is  that  of  expense  of  carrying  out  the  works,  and  it  will  accordingly 
be  appreciated  that  with  building  and  repair  costs  almost  treble 
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pre-war  figure  and  pre-war  rents  unchanged  the  vast  majority  of 
houses  in  this  district  requiring  other  than  minor  repairs  will  fall  to 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Demolition  section  of  the  Housing  Act.' 
Landlords  cannot  afford  to  carry  out  major  repairs  at  existing  costs 
and  it  would  seem  that  many  hundreds  of  cottages  will  therefore 
come  under  this  latter  section ;  the  expense  of  re-thatching  a  cottage 
roof  to-day  at  a  cost  of  £60  to  £70  is  unreasonable  when  the  rent  is 
only  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  a  week. 

The  revival  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  would  assist 
considerably  in  reconditioning  and  preserving  many  cottages  in  this 
district  occupied  by  agricultural  workers. 

Routine  house  to  house  inspections  were  again  impossible, 
but  inspections  carried  out  upon  receipt  of  complaints  resulted  in 
the  service  of  14  informal  notices, 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Animal  Carcases. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were  continued 
throughout  the  year  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House  at 
Ringwood,  involving  the  detailed  examination  of  all  carcases  and 
offal;  most  of  this  work  can  only  be  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors 
during  evenings  and  172  visits  were  made. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  at  the  Slaughter  House 
was  2156  made  up  as  follows: — 

Cattle  . .  794  Calves  . .  . .  699 

Sheep  &  Lambs  581  Pigs  ..  ..  ..  82 

As  a  result  of  these  examinations  19,218  lbs.  of  meat  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  diseases  and  weights 
are: — 


Disease  or  Condition. 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

122351 

Distomatosis  . . 

5285 

Actinomycosis 

51 

Fevered 

320 

Strongylosis 

2 

Immaturity 

33 

Bruised 

169 

Inflammation  . . 

260 

Angiomatosis  . . 

412 

Abscess 

165 

Cirrhosis 

34 

Fatty  Infiltration 

40 

Multiple  Cyst  . . 

2 

Pericarditis 

i 

•  •  2 

Pneumonia 

22 

Septicaemia 

180 

Swine  Erysipelas 

7 

19,218 
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Other  Foods. 

1 1 5  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  including  inspections 
of  Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Forty-five  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  examination 
of  foodstuffs  at  food  shops  and  stores,  the  quantities  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  were  as 
follows: — 

324  tins  meat,  vegetables,  fruit,  etc. 

2240  bottles  and  jars  of  pickles  and  Danish  spread 

85  lbs.  potatoes. 

1  leg  pork. 

15  lb.  fish  cakes. 

54  pkts.  cheese. 

37J  stone  fish. 

2\  lbs.  sugar. 

315  lbs.  flour. 

16  lbs.  margarine. 

1  pkt.  Darvita. 

1  lb.  semolina. 

2  lbs.  barley. 


Ice  Cream. 

Fifty-four  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  collected  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  methylene  blue  test  and  in  cases 
where  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  were  considered  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory  detailed  investigations  were  made  into  the  manufacture 
and  handling  of  the  ices.  The  samples  were  graded  by  the  bacteriologist 


as  follows: — 

Grade  1  . .  . .  . .  22 

Grade  2  . .  . .  . .  13 

Grade  3  . .  . .  . .  9 

Grade  4  . .  . .  . .  9 

No  test  (sample  leaking)  ..  ..  1 


54 

Under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  no 
bacteriological  standards  are  officially  laid  down  for  ice  cream. 
The  Ministry  has,  however,  indicated  that  though  there  is  no  known 
test  sufficiently  reliable  for  use  as  a  statutory  test  of  its  contamination 
with  non-pathogenic  organisms  bacteriological  tests  may  usefully  be 
employed  as  an  indication  of  possible  faulty  methods  although  no 
test  has  yet  been  devised  of  the  safety  of  ice  cream.  Plate  counts, 
presence  or  absence  of  presumptive  B.coli  and  standardised  methylene 
blue  reduction  tests  are  the  methods  most  used  by  bacteriologists. 
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Samples  collected  in  this  district  are  subjected  to  methylene 
blue  tests  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Poole,  and  placed  in  one 
of  four  Grades  as  follows : — 

Provisional  Time  taken  to  reduce 

Grade.  methylene  blue. 

1  . .  . .  . .  4£  hours  or  more. 

2  . .  . .  . .  2\  to  4  hours. 

3  . .  . .  . .  J  to  2  hours. 

4  ..  ..  ..  6 


This  test  and  subsequent  provisional  grading  is  in  respect  of 
bacterial  cleanliness  only,  and  the  Ministry  emphasize  that,  owing  to 
the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality  of  ice  cream 
and  to  the  experimental  error  of  the  laboratory  test  itself,  it  is  unwise 
to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological  results  on  any  given 
sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on  a  series  of  samples. 
It  is  suggested  that  over  a  six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent  of  a  vendor’s 
sample  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent  into  Grades  1  or  2, 
not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  survey  of  milk  producing  premises  was  recommenced 
during  the  year  and  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of  46  unsatis¬ 
factory  premises. 

No.  of  Wholesale/Retail  Producers  on 

Register  . .  . .  . .  . .  356 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register 


other  than  Cowkeepers  . .  . .  8 

Inspections  made  .  .  . .  . .  282 

Informal  Notices  served  . .  . .  46 

Samples  of  Milk  collected  ..  ..  9 

Samples  of  Milk  Bottle  Rinses  collected  . .  5 


Applications  for  registrations  received  dur¬ 
ing  year — Wholesale/Retail  Producers  . .  30 

Total  number  of  licences  granted  by  the 
County  Council  to  producers  in  this 
district  up  to  31st  December,  1948: — 

(a)  Accredited  . .  . .  . .  64 

(b)  Tuberculin  Tested  ..  ..  43 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  18  licences  were  issued  to 
Slaughtermen. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Preserved 

Food  Bake-  Restaurant  Ice-Cream  Food 

Shops.  Houses.  Kitchens.  Premises.  Premises.  General. 
No  on  Register  135  18  14  17  29 

Inspec’ns  made  10  6  2  88  3 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Number  of  Moveable  Dwellings  on 

Register  . .  . .  . .  80 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  208 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  in  the  district  four  camp  and  holiday  sites  licensed  by 
the  Council  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  The  sites 
have  been  well  maintained  and  free  from  nuisance. 

Gipsy  Camp. 

There  are  a  number  of  these  encampments  in  the  district  and 
periodical  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  they  give  rise  to  no 
nuisance. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Inspections  made  ..  ..  42 

Premises  disinfected  . .  . .  11 

Library  Books  destroyed  . .  2 

INFESTED  PREMISES. 

Premises  disinfested  (Bugs  and  Fleas)  12 

SHOPS  ACT. 

Number  on  Register  . .  . .  262 

Inspections  made  .  .  . .  9 

Certificates  of  Exemption  issued  . .  5 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

Number  on  Register  . .  . .  122 

Inspections  made  . .  .  .  18 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  a  local 
authority  may  serve  notice  upon  the  occupier  of  any  infested  land 
or  buildings  who  fails  to  destroy  rats  or  mice. 

The  Infestation  Order,  1943,  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food 
imposes  numerous  additional  duties  in  connection  with  rodent 
control  surveys  and  provides  for  the  appointment  of  Rodent 
Operatives. 

Forty-five  complaints  were  received  of  infested  premises  involv¬ 
ing  197  visits. 

No  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed,  but  disinfestation  works 
are  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  system  of  pre-baiting.  Poisons  used  include 
Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill  and  the  new  poison  Alpha- 
Naphthyl-Thio-Urea.  (Antu). 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE. 

Number  of  Premises  on  Register  ..  61 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  84 
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BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Inspections  of  foundations 
Inspections  of  damp-proof  courses 
Number  of  water  tests  applied 
Inspections  of  connections  to  sewers 
Inspections  of  completed  works 
Miscellaneous  inspections 
Contraventions  of  Building  Byelaws 
Number  of  notices  served 
Number  of  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  plans  received 
Number  of  plans  approved 
Number  of  plans  rejected 
Number  of  premises  connected  to 


297 

295 

385 

23 

289 

223 

20 

11 

10 

489 

426 

63 


sewer 
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TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 

This  Act,  which  became  operative  on  the  1  st  July,  1948,  although 
transferring  planning  powers  previously  exercised  by  the  District 
Council  to  the  County  Council,  had  the  effect  of  considerably 
increasing  the  work  of  my  Department.  Regulations  made  under 
the  Act  laid  down  that  all  development  applications  were  to  be  made 
to  the  District  Council  and  the  County  Council  delegated  certain 
other  powers  in  addition.  My  Department  now  receives  and 
acknowledges  development  applications,  forwards  such  applications 
to  the  Area  Planning  Officer  and  subsequently  notifies  the  Planning 
decision  to  the  applicant.  Every  application  is  entered  with  appro¬ 
priate  details  in  the  Planning  Register  and  each  site  suitably  indicated 
on  the  Planning  Index  Maps.  Work  is  inspected  during  progress 
and  upon  completion,  and  the  Area  Planning  Officer  notified  of 
satisfactory  completion  of  the  work  or  of  any  contravention. 
Unauthorised  accesses  and  advertisements  have  also  to  be  reported 
to  him.  Applications  for  determination  of  development  charges 
are  dealt  with  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Land  Board. 


ESTATES  MAINTENANCE. 


The  provision  of  temporary  housing  accommodation  has  again 
produced  much  additional  work  and  has  again  been  accorded 
priority;  more  huts  on  disused  airfields  were  taken  over  by  the 
Council  calling  for  the  preparation  and  execution  of  comprehensive 
conversion  schemes. 

Thirty-five  family  units  of  accommodation  were  provided 
during  the  year  by  such  conversions  and  a  total  of  872  inspections 
were  made  in  connection  with  surveys,  preparation  of  schemes, 
supervising  conversion  works  and  maintenance. 
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The  Council  now  has  a  total  of  535  occupied  dwellings  made  up 
as  shewn  in  the  appended  table  and  the  proper  maintenance  of  these 
scattered  estates  has  become  almost  impossible: — 

Permanent  houses  . .  . .  252 

Prefabs.  . .  . .  . .  50 

Requisitioned  houses  .  .  .  .  45 

Converted  huts  ..  ..  125 

Huts  occupied  and  awaiting  conver¬ 
sion  . .  . .  . .  . .  63 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  maintenance  works : — 
Permanent  Council  Houses  .  .  432 

Prefabs.  . .  . .  . .  168 

Requisitioned  Houses  . .  .  .  282 

Converted  Huts  . .  . .  660 

Other  Council  Properties  . .  42 


RECOVERY  OF  AIR  RAID  SHELTERS. 

The  survey  of  shelters  erected  in  the  district  and  the  scheme  for 
collection  and  disposal  of  same  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Morrison  Shelters. 

Of  155  issued,  114  were  collected  and  returned  to  the  Ministry 
of  Supply  as  directed  by  the  Home  Office,  33  were  purchased  at 
£1  10s.  each,  2  were  lost  by  the  occupants  and  6  were  not  traceable 
because  of  changes  of  tenancy. 

Anderson  Shelters. 

Forty-three  issued;  20  were  collected  and  returned  to  the 
Ministry  of  Supply  as  directed  by  the  Home  Office  and  23  purchased 
at  £1  each. 


Individual  Brick  Shelters. 

The  survey  revealed  the  existence  of  51  shelters  of  this  type  and 
in  every  case  the  land  owners  were  interviewed  to  discover  if  they 
were  desirous  of  purchasing  the  shelters  on  their  land,  subject  to 
approval  under  Town  Planning  and  Building  Byelaws.  35  wished 
to  have  shelters  removed  and  16  were  prepared  to  consider  purchase. 
In  addition  there  are  13  public  and  11  communal  shelters  in  the 
district. 

The  Home  Office  will  not  grant  approval  for  the  removal  of 
brick  shelters  unless  the  structure  concerned  is  a  source  of  serious 
danger  to  the  public. 


BUILDING  LICENCES. 

The  “  free  allowance  ”  was  increased  from  £10  to  £100  on  1st 
July,  1948,  this  resulted  in  a  substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  minor  repairs  and  I  was  consequently  able  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  Council  the  termination  of  the  appointment  of  the 
temporary  assistant  engaged  on  this  work. 
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Number  of  Repair  Licence  Applications  received  . .  876 

N  umber  of  Repair  Licence  Applications  approved  6 1 4 

Number  of  Repair  Licence  Applications  refused  . .  80 

Total  Value  of  Repair  Licences  issued  . .  . .  £78,532 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  for  the 

purpose  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  930 

SMALL  DWELLING  LICENCES. 

Number  of  Small  Dwelling  Licence  Applications 
received  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  55 

Number  of  outstanding  Small  Dwelling  Licence 
Applications  on  register  at  end  of  year  . .  . .  97 

Number  of  Small  Dwelling  Licences  approved  . .  36 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  for  the 
purpose  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  134 

CONCLUSION. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  McNab  for  his  co-operation  and  to  the 
staff  for  their  interest  shewn  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  the 
readiness  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  undertake  duties  after  usual 
office  hours. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  my 
Committees  for  their  support  and  consideration  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ronald  A.  Upstone, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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